
Master of Public Policy
The Master of Public Policy (MPP) provides students with opportunities to conduct research and 
contribute to the study of public policy and the application of policy expertise in the real world. 
Students graduating from this program will possess the research skills necessary to play integral roles 
in the civil service, research organizations, and industry associations. Top students from this program 
may go on to doctoral programs in public policy.

The MPP is a research-based degree that involves a combination of course work, research, and the 
writing of a thesis. Students are required to complete a minimum of 15 credit units, consisting of 
three core courses (nine credit units) and two additional courses (six credit units) that relate to 
their area of interest, plus PUBP 990 (seminar) and PUBP 994 (research). The program is designed 
for completion in two years of full-time study. Students may also choose to study part time over a 
maximum of five years. Upon entry into the program, each student is assigned a research advisor 
and an advisory committee. The MPP program is currently being offered through the University of 
Saskatchewan campus only.

The school’s faculty have significant research backgrounds and interests in three areas: health and 
social policy; science, technology, and innovation; and trade and transnational regulation. This 
provides opportunities for  students to explore topics in areas such areas as higher education, health 
and social policy, Aboriginal Peoples and public policy, the social economy, international trade 
agreements, innovation and science policy, regulation, and economic and cultural development.

core Courses:
All MPP students must complete nine credit units (three courses) drawn from the following set of core courses:

PUBP 805 – Economics for Public Policy Analysis  
PUBP 807 – Political Economy   
PUBP 810 – Qualitative Methods and Research Design 
OR  
PUBP 811 – Quantitative Methods and Research Design
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Elective Courses
Students are also required to complete six credit units (two courses) of electives that complement 
their area of research. These courses may include:

PUBP 808 – Leadership, Ethics and Democracy 
PUBP 812 – Aboriginal Peoples and Public Policy  
PUBP 813 – Higher Education Policy  
PUBP 814 – Social Policy: An Interdisciplinary Perspective 
PUBP 815 – Innovation Policy 
PUBP 830 – Decision Making in Organizations 
PUBP 849 – Social Economy and Public Policy
PUBP 898 – Public Law

Students may also take some core and/or elective courses through the school’s University of Regina 
campus or electives from other relevant programs at the University of Saskatchewan that have been 
deemed appropriate by the school and approved by the student’s advisory committee.

Students entering the program are required to participate in the “Get Connected” academic 
orientation program offered in the fall. 

FUNDING
The Johnson-Shoyama School will make available for MPP students in the 2010-11 academic year 
up to five one-time awards (scholarships and/or research assistantships) of up to $10,000 each. 
To be eligible for this funding, students must commit to completing the program over a maximum 
of two academic years. All complete applications received by February 1, 2010, will be 
considered for funding.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
Applicants must have completed a 120-credit-unit bachelor’s degree from a recognized university. 
An average of 75 percent or better must have been maintained during the final two years (60 credit 
units) of their undergraduate program, or in their graduate program if applicants are coming to the 
MPP after a graduate degree. Students will enter the program from a wide variety of disciplines – for 
example, students from the fine arts to the social sciences to the physical sciences to the professional 
college disciplines – are eligible. Because concepts derived from microeconomics and statistics are 
used in parts of the program, students without a background in these areas are encouraged to take 
additional non-credit instruction, which may be offered by the school in the first part of the fall term.

Tuition
The tuition for the MPP program is $1,030 per term, and students are required to maintain 
continuous registration. With three terms a year, the cost is $3,090 per year plus applicable student 
fees. Students should plan on spending approximately two years in the MPP program. Tuition and 
fees are subject to change. 

APPLICATION DEADLINES
Students can enter the MPP program only in fall (September). The following application deadlines 
should be noted:
     • February 1 (guaranteed funding consideration)
     • May 1 (possible funding consideration)

MORE INFORMATION
For more information regarding our programs, 
campuses, and how to apply, please visit  
www.schoolofpublicpolicy.sk.ca. 


