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Crime Rates
By Doug Ellio  , Editor

Crime rates in Canada are 
declining and the same paƩ ern 
is evident in the West. The 
number of criminal code 

off enses reported to the police (and verifi ed as 
legiƟ mate) has declined from 1.17 million in 2006 
to 1.01 million in 2011. Adjusted for populaƟ on, the 
crime rate in the four western provinces has dropped 
from 11,894 per 100,000 populaƟ on to 9,452 per 
100,000 populaƟ on over the fi ve-year period, the 
equivalent of a 20% reducƟ on.

The crime rate has declined in all four provinces but 
to diff erent degrees. The drop in Saskatchewan, for 
example, has not been as pronounced as elsewhere 
so the gap between Saskatchewan and the other 
three provinces, already substanƟ al, is widening. 

From 2006 to 2011, the crime rate had declined by 
an average of:
•   5.9% per year in B.C.;
•   4.5% in Manitoba; 
•   3.8% per year in Alberta; and
•   1.5% in Saskatchewan.
The decline at the naƟ onal level averaged 3.8% per 
year.

StaƟ sƟ cs Canada also calculates a “crime severity” 
index from crime rate fi gures. This is a more 
sophisƟ cated measure of crime that takes into 
account both the number of crimes and their 
severity (as measured by the average sentence 
length). The graph shows that the index, like the 
crime rate, declined in all four western provinces 
with a drop of 3% in Saskatchewan and declines of 
6% to 10% in the other three western provinces. 
Notwithstanding the declines, however, the severity 
index is sƟ ll above the naƟ onal average in each of 
the four western provinces. 

Employment
July was another month of employment growth in 
the West but there are signs that the labour market 
is weakening. Employment in July increased by 1.8% 
from July 2011 which is the lowest rate of increase 
in almost a year and compares with 2.3% in the 
fi rst six months of 2012. The increase was lowest in 
Manitoba with year-over-year increases of:
•   2.4% in Alberta;
•   1.9% in Saskatchewan;
•   1.7% in BriƟ sh Columbia; and
•   0.2% in Manitoba.
The naƟ onal average was 0.8%.

The weaker labour market seems to be aff ecƟ ng the 
availability of summer jobs for students in Alberta 
and Saskatchewan. In July, 51.8% of Westerners 15 
to 24 years of age and intending to go to school in 
September were working. This is down slightly from 
52.5% last summer. The fi gure shows that the drop 
was more substanƟ al in Alberta and Saskatchewan.
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Food Prices
In the fi rst half of 2012, the rate of infl aƟ on in the West 
has been lower than in 2011 and, with the excepƟ on 
of Saskatchewan, lower than in Canada as a whole. 
Compared with the naƟ onal average of 2.0%, the 
Consumer Price Index has increased by:
•   2.0% in Saskatchewan;
•   1.6% in B.C. and Manitoba; and
•   1.5% in Alberta.

The lower infl aƟ on rates this year are mainly because 
gasoline prices have stopped increasing but the fi gure 
shows that grocery prices are increasing more slowly 
than last year as well. There is concern, however, that this 
moderaƟ ng of grocery prices will be short-lived as the 
drought in the USA Midwest will drive up food prices. An 
expected decline in the value of the loonie vis-à-vis the 
US$ won’t help either.

Retail Sales
Western consumers were in a spending mood in 2011 
with an annual increase in retail sales of 5.2% compared 
with the naƟ onal average of 4.1%. The enthusiasm has 
conƟ nued into 2012 with gross sales in the fi rst fi ve 
months of 2012 growing by:
•   10.1% in Alberta; 
•   7.6% in Saskatchewan;
•   5.2% in B.C.; and
•   3.0% in Manitoba.
The naƟ onal average was 4.4%.

As is oŌ en the case, new vehicle sales are one of the 
drivers for the increased spending. Unit sales of new 
motor vehicles are up 14% in the fi rst fi ve months of 2012 
compared with the same period in 2011. The increase is 
above the naƟ onal average in each of the four western 
provinces and was parƟ cularly pronounced in Alberta and 
Saskatchewan. Less than a third (31%) of the new vehicles 
are classifi ed as cars with the rest being vans, trucks, or 
SUVs. The average price paid was $36,400.

Sources: 
The fi gures are adapted from the following sources:

Crime Rates: StaƟ sƟ cs Canada, CANSIM Table 252-0051 
and 252-0052

Employment: StaƟ sƟ cs Canada CANSIM Tables 282-0001 
and 282-0006

Consumer Price Infl aƟ on: StaƟ sƟ cs Canada CANSIM Table 
326-0020

Retail Sales: StaƟ sƟ cs Canada CANSIM Table 080-0020 and 
079-0003
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