JSGS 802 – Public Finance (Draft Course Outline)
UNIVERSITY OF REGINA CAMPUS
INSTRUCTOR:

Graham Purse, BA with Distinction (Regina), LLB (Alberta),
MSC with Distinction (Oxford)

PHONE:

(306) 570-1829

E-MAIL:

graham.purse@uregina.ca

OFFICE HOURS:

Email for an appointment

OFFICE LOCATION:
TERM:

Winter 2022

ROOM:

330?

DATE AND TIME:

JSGS 802-001: Public Finance (CRN: 11900)
Held 1730 - 2015, W, 05-JAN-2022 to 06-APR-2022

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION
The purpose of this course is to provide a framework to understand how government revenues are
collected and spent in Canada. The rationales for government intervention, the sources of government
revenues, the ways in which funds are allocated, and the interactions between different levels of
government in fiscal decisions are examined using this framework. The framework is also used to
understand current policy debates.

REQUIRED READINGS
The textbook for the course is Harvey S. Rosen, Jean-Francois Wen, Tracy Snoddon (RWS, 2016). Public
Finance in Canada, 5th Edition. Toronto: McGraw-Hill Ryerson. Supplementary reading materials will be
assigned or distributed later.
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COURSE OUTLINE
Date

Content

January 5, 2022

Ch. 1: Introduction to Public Finance

January 12, 2022

Ch. 2 and 3: Fundamentals of Welfare Economics and The Economic Roles of
Government

January 19, 2022

Ch. 4 and 5: Public Goods and Externalities

January 26, 2022

GUEST LECTURER (TBA) / Possibly History of Tax Havens
There will be quiz questions based on this lecture.

February 2, 2022

Ch. 6 and 7: Income Redistribution and Public Choice

February 9, 2022

Ch. 8: Fiscal Federalism; Review for Midterm

February 16, 2022

Quiz (beginning of class)
Ch. 9: Health Care

February 23, 2022

BREAK

March 2, 2022

Ch. 10 and 11: Unemployment Insurance, and Public Pensions

March 9, 2022

Ch. 12 and 13: Social Welfare Programs and Education

March 16, 2022

Ch. 14, 15, and 16: Tax Analysis and the Canadian Tax System

March 23, 2022

PAPER DUE (beginning of class)
Ch. 17, 18, and 19: Income and Consumption Taxes (Possibly tax evasion and
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offshore taxes)

March 30, 2022

Ch. 20 and 21: Wealth, Property, and Corporate Tax

April 6, 2022 (is there
class this day)

PRESENTATIONS

April 13, 2022

(Optional: Final Review Session)

April ___, 2022

FINAL 7-9pm

EVALUATION
Quiz
Research Paper
Class Presentation of Paper Research
Final Exam

Feb 16, 2022
March 23, 2022
March 30, 2022
April __, 2022

30%
30%
5%
35%

Quiz (30%): The midterm exam will be closed-book. No make-up quiz will be offered. If you miss
the quiz for a reason approved of by the instructor, your final exam will be worth an additional
30%. The quiz will cover any material discussed in class up to that point in time.

Research Paper (30%)
• You will prepare a term paper on a government finance-related topic of your choice, based
on one of the topics or issues covered in Rosen, H.S., Wen, J-F., & Snoddon, T. (2016). Public
Finance in Canada.
• Submit your topic via email to the instructor by February 9 for approval. There will be 5%
removed from the grade on the paper for a late submission of topic.
• The paper should have the following (a) title page, (b) short introduction, (c) analysis, (d)
short conclusion, (e) works cited.
• For works cited and footnotes, use Chicago, MLA, APA or whatever your preference. Please
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include links to online articles in your footnotes or works cited when possible. As long as you
include the author(s) name, title, publisher/publication, year, and page number(s), no marks will
generally be deducted:

“It is so hard to get the citation forms right that the writer or editor who has done so is apt to
feel that he has acquitted himself of a difficult task and should be allowed to rest his brain.
Less attention can be given writing and rewriting because so much is devoted to forms most
of which don't matter worth a straw to the reader.”
-

Posner, Richard A. "Goodbye to the Bluebook." The University of
Chicago Law Review 53, no. 4 (1986): 1343-1368.

• The introduction, analysis, and conclusion are to be in aggregate a minimum of 2000 words
and a maximum of 2500 words, excluding footnotes and works cited.
• Use Arial 11-point font, double-space, 1-inch margins, and include page numbers.
Please include a word count on the cover page.
• This assignment must be submitted through Turnitin. Any late papers will still have to be
submitted through Turnitin, with no exceptions permitted.

Class Presentation (5%)
• You will have 5 minutes to summarize your paper for the class.
• You will be evaluated on a five-point scale, primarily on the content and quality of the
presentation.

Final Exam (35%): The final exam is scheduled for Wednesday, April __, 2022. It will be a
comprehensive, closed-book exam, and will cover material discussed in class. The exam will be
weighted towards material from the second half of the semester. Material prior to the midterm
will only appear as part of the multiple choice section.

Class Participation (0%): There is no class participation or attendance mark. However, certain
lectures will have a short discussion that will not appear in the PowerPoints of an important
historical event related to taxation or public finance. These short historical discussions will form
bonus questions on the midterm and final. Fear not, however. Even if you miss a particular
historical discussion, you will have a choice of historical questions to answer on each exam.
Therefore, missing one or two lectures will not likely not affect your ability to answer bonus
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questions.

Late Assignments: Assignments will be penalized 15% for each day, or portion thereof, that they are
late. Late assignments will not be accepted after five (5) days unless there are extenuating
circumstances (e.g. death of immediate family member, grievous injury, sick child, surgery et cetera).

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
U of R: Students in this course who, because of a disability, may have a need for accommodations are
encouraged to discuss this need with the instructor and to contact the Coordinator of Special Needs
Services at (306) 585-4631.
U of S: Students in this course who, because of a disability, may have a need for accommodations are
encouraged to discuss this need with the instructor and to contact Disability Services for Students (DSS)
at (306) 966-7273.

STUDENTS EXPERIENCING STRESS
U of R: Students in this course who are experiencing stress can seek assistance from the University of
Regina Counselling
Services.
For
more information, please visit
this
website: http://www.uregina.ca/student/counselling/contact.html.
U of S: Students in this course who are experiencing stress can seek assistance from the University of
Saskatchewan Student Counseling Services. For more information, please visit this website:
https://students.usask.ca/health/be-well.php.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND CONDUCT
U of R: Ensuring that you understand and follow the principles of academic integrity and conduct as laid
out in the University of Regina’s Graduate Calendar is vital to your success in graduate school (available
at http://www.uregina.ca/gradstudies/calendar/policy_univ.shtml#conduct). Ensuring that your work is
your own and reflects both your own ideas and those of others incorporated in your work is important:
ensuring that you acknowledge the ideas, words, and phrases of others that you use is a vital part of the
scholarly endeavour. If you have any questions at all about academic integrity in general or about specific
issues, contact your course instructor and to discuss your questions.
U of S: Understanding and following the principles of academic integrity and conduct as laid out in the
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University of Saskatchewan’s Guidelines for Academic Conduct is vital to your success in graduate school
(available at www.usask.ca/university_secretary/council/reports_forms/reports/guide_conduct.php).
Ensuring that your work is your own and reflects both your own ideas and those of others incorporated in
your work is important: ensuring that you acknowledge the ideas, words, and phrases of others that you
use is a vital part of the scholarly endeavour. If you have any questions at all about academic integrity in
general or about specific issues, contact any faculty member and we can discuss your questions.

GRADE DESCRIPTORS FOR JSGS COURSES
85+ Excellent
A superior performance with consistent strong evidence of:
•

a comprehensive, incisive grasp of the subject matter;

•

an ability to make insightful critical evaluation of the material given;

•

an exceptional capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;

•

an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize, to integrate ideas, and to express thoughts
fluently; and

•

an excellent ability to apply theories to real-world problems and intersect with related disciplines.

80-85 Very good
An excellent performance with strong evidence of:
•

a comprehensive grasp of the subject matter;

•

an ability to make sound critical evaluation of the material given;

•

a very good capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;

•

an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize, to integrate ideas, and to express thoughts
fluently; and

•

a strong ability to apply theories to real-world problems and intersect with related disciplines.

75-80 Good
A good performance with evidence of:
•

a substantial knowledge of the subject matter;

•

a good understanding of the relevant issues and a good familiarity with the relevant literature and
techniques;

•

some capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;

•

a good ability to organize, to analyze, and to examine the subject material in a critical and constructive
manner; and

•

some ability to apply theories to real-world problems and intersect with related disciplines.
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70-75 Satisfactory
A generally satisfactory and intellectually adequate performance with evidence of:
•

an acceptable basic grasp of the subject material;

•

a fair understanding of the relevant issues;

•

a general familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;

•

an ability to develop solutions to moderately difficult problems related to the subject material; and

•

a moderate ability to examine the material in a critical and analytical manner.
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