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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The University of Saskatchewan campus of the Johnson Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy is
situated on Treaty 6 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis, while the University of Regina campus is
situated on Treaty 4 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis. We pay our respect to the First Nation
and Métis ancestors of this place and reaffirm our relationship with one another. As we engage in
Remote Teaching and Learning, we would also like to recognize that some may be attending this course
from other traditional Indigenous lands. I ask that you take a moment to make your own Land
Acknowledgement to the peoples of those lands. In doing so, we are actively participating in
reconciliation as we navigate our time in this course, learning and supporting each other.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
This course was developed for the first time in 2010 by Murray Fulton.

REMOTE LEARNING CONTEXT
We acknowledge the complex circumstances – i.e., a worldwide pandemic – in which this course is
taking place. Since remote teaching and learning context is new to both instructors and students, all
participations should interact with empathy, patience and care. Links to online learning resources are
provided below.

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION
Focuses on the politics of aggregating individual decisions into collective action, revealing the difficulty
of formulating and implementing public policy broadly construed. The course readings emphasize formal
approaches to this subject, while the assignments and discussion emphasize their application to real
problems.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES
JSGS has developed a set of three competencies that all graduates will be able to demonstrate. The
specific readings, assignments and activities in JSGS 862 will help you both acquire and demonstrate the
ability to:





Understand how economic and political factors interact to create and determine the effect of
policy
Think critically and analytically about policy problems and issues from a political economy
perspective
Analyze policy problems using theories of political economy
Communicate information and analyses critically and effectively

ATTRIBUTES OF JSGS GRADUATES
Through the development of the following competencies, JSGS MPA graduates will be prepared to meet
the policy challenges of a rapidly changing world:




Analysis and Use of Evidence – how to use evidence and develop the necessary analytical skills
to succeed in a public administration career;
Politics and Democracy – ensuring that students have a deep understanding of the role of
politics and democracy in public policy development including the roles of the various
institutions and policy actors; and
Policy Delivery – the importance of effective service delivery and the ongoing management and
evaluation of public policy.

COURSE CONTENT AND APPROACH
The purpose of this course is to provide a framework to analyze political and economic behaviour. The
course uses concepts from economics and political science (e.g., collective action problems, voting
models, the Coase theorem, institutional theory) to construct a conceptual model of how policy and
institutional choices affect and are affected by economic and political factors. In this conceptualization,
political and economic institutions (e.g., courts, legislatures, corporate governance structures) are
understood to be endogenously determined. This model is then used to examine contemporary topics
such as tax cuts, health care policy and climate change policy.
A key goal of this course is to develop a structure by which the connection between the economic and
the political spheres of a country can be understood. Among the questions considered are: How is
decision making in the political and economic spheres conceptualized? What impact does the economic
system have on political institutions and developments? What role do political institutions and
developments have on economic performance?
The material in this course is built on a number of building blocks:




The need to integrate the micro foundations of individual behaviour of voters and policy actors (e.g.,
legislators, bureaucrats, business firms, lobby groups) with the macro behaviour that is observed at
the government or country level;
The need to understand the impossibility of maximizing social welfare;
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The key role of collective action problems and the role of government in addressing them;
The role of political institutions in influencing economic decisions and the role of economic factors
(e.g., growth, income inequality) in influencing political decisions and institutions;
The role of time and temporal processes in explaining economic and political decisions; and
The role of economic and political power in the performance of an economic and political system.

REQUIRED READINGS
Weingast, B.R. and D.A. Wittman. 2006. The Oxford Handbook of Political Economy Oxford University
Press, Oxford. We will use selected chapters. Available as an e-book at the University of Saskatchewan
Library – http://library.usask.ca/. You can also try:
http://lib.myilibrary.com.cyber.usask.ca/Open.aspx?id=90568.
Additional Reading:
Acemoglu, Daron, and James Robinson. Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and Poverty.
Crown Business, 2012. While you should read the entire Why Nations Fail book, make sure to read
Chapters 1-7 and 11-15.

COURSE OUTLINE AND ASSIGNMENTS
1. A Political Economy Framework: The Optimality/Utopian Perspective and the Importance of
Public Policy (Week 1 – January 5, 2021)
Hacker, J.S., and P. Pierson. 2014. “After the ‘Master Theory’: Downs, Schattschneider, and the Rebirth
of Policy-Focused Analysis.” Perspectives on Politics 12 (03): 643–62.
Campbell, John L. 1997. “Recent Trends in Institutional Political Economy.” International Journal of
Sociology and Social Policy 17 (7/8): 15–44.
Achen, C. and L. Bartels. 2016, “Democracy for realists: Holding up a mirror to the electorate.” Juncture
22: 269–275. doi:10.1111/j.2050-5876.2016.00873.x
Acemoglu, D. and J. Robinson. The Oxford Handbook of Political Economy, Chapter 37.
Additional Readings:
Acemoglu, Daron. 2003. “Why Not a Political Coase Theorem? Social Conflict, Commitment and Politics.”
Journal of Comparative Economics 31 (4). Sections 1 and 3, with a quick overview of section 2.
Granovetter, M. 1985. “Economic Action and Social Structure: The Problem of Embeddedness.”
American Journal of Sociology 91 (3): 481–510.
Galston, William A. 2010. “Realism in Political Theory.” European Journal of Political Theory 9 (4): 385–
411. doi:10.1177/1474885110374001.
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2. Strategic Interdependencies and Social Dilemmas (Week 2 – January 12, 2021)
Weber, Roberto A. 2012. Organizational Coordination: A Game-Theoretic View. Department of Social
and Decision Sciences, Carnegie Mellon University.
http://repository.cmu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1017&context=sds
Hall, P.A. and D. Soskice. 2001. An Introduction to Varieties of Capitalism. In Varieties of Capitalism; The
Institutional Foundations of Comparative Advantage (Editors: P.A. Hall and D. Soskice). Oxford University
Press. Oxford.
3. The Decision Arena (Week 3 – January 19, 2021)
Ostrom, Elinor. 1986. “An Agenda for the Study of Institutions.” Public Choice 48 (1): 3–25.
Ostrom, Elinor. 2000. “Collective Action and the Evolution of Social Norms.” Journal of Economic
Perspectives 14 (3): 137–58.
Gigerenzer, Gerd. 2004. “Fast and Frugal Heuristics: The Tools of Bounded Rationality.” In D. Koehler and
N. Harvey (Eds.). Blackwell Handbook of Judgement and Decision Making, Oxford, UK: Blackwell,
October, 62–68. https://pure.mpg.de/rest/items/item_2101304/component/file_2101303/content
4. Decision Making in Groups: The Coase Perspective (Week 4 – January 26, 2021)
Coase, Ronald. 1960. “The Problem of Social Cost.” Journal of Journal of Law and Economics 3 (October):
1–44.
5. Decision Making in Groups: Preference Aggregation (Week 5 – February 2, 2021)
Downs, Anthony. 1957. “An Economic Theory of Political Action in a Democracy.” Journal of Political
Economy 65 (2): 135–150.
Arrow, K. 1950. “A Difficulty in the Concept of Social Welfare.” Journal of Political Economy 58(4): 328346. Please focus on Section I Introduction to get an understanding of the question that Arrow is asking.
The rest of the paper is very technical and is not relevant for this course.
Saari, D. The Oxford Handbook of Political Economy, Chapter 22.
Additional Readings:
List, C. 2011. “The Logical Space of Democracy.” Philosophy and Public Affairs 39 (3): 262-297.
6. The Nature of Institutions (Week 6 – February 9, 2021)
Pierson, P., 2000. “Increasing returns, path dependence, and the study of politics.” American Political
Science Review 94(02), pp.251-267.
North, Douglass C. 1991. “Institutions.” Journal of Economic Perspectives 5 (1): 97–112.
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Bebchuk, Lucian and Mark Roe. 1999. A Theory of Path Dependence in Corporate Ownership and
Governance. Stanford Law Review 52(1): 127-170. http://lsr.nellco.org/harvard_olin/266
7. Power and Institutions (Week 7 – February 23, 2019)
Moe, Terry M. 2005. “Power and Political Institutions.” Perspectives on Politics 3 (2): 215–233.
Hirschman, Albert O. 1945. National Power and the Structure of Foreign Trade. University of California
Press: Berkeley. Preface, Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 (p. 34). Available at:
http://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=BezqxPq50dwC&oi=fnd&pg=PA3&dq=Hirschman+National
+Power+and+the+Structure+of+Foreign+Trade&ots=97DVmwPDIW&sig=q5oVjr7rYP3TtFpoogRg7XXL2Q - v=twopage&q&f=true
Gilens, M. and Page, B.I., 2014. Testing theories of American politics: Elites, interest groups, and average
citizens. Perspectives on Politics, 12(03): 564-581.
8. Institutions and Stability (Week 8 – March 2, 2021)
Baumgartner, Frank R, and Bryan D Jones. 1991. “Agenda Dynamics and Policy Subsystems.” Journal of
Politics 53 (4): 1044–1074.
Lindblom, Charles E. 1959. “The Science of ‘Muddling Through’.” Public Administration Review 19 (2):
79–88.
Atkinson, Michael M. 2011. “Lindblom’s Lament: Incrementalism and the Persistent Pull of the Status
Quo.” Policy and Society 30 (February 11): 9–18.
9. Institutions and Change (Week 9 – March 9, 2021)
Kathleen Thelen. 2009. “Institutional Change in Advanced Political Economies.” British Journal of
Industrial Relations. 47(3): 471–4989.
Beland, D. 2007. “Ideas and Institutional Change in Social Security: Conversion, Layering, and Policy
Drift.” Social Science Quarterly 88(1): 20-38.
Weyland, Kurt. 2008. “Toward a New Theory of Institutional Change.” World Politics 60 (January) (June
17): 281–314.
Additional Readings:
Schneiberg, M. 2006. What's on the path? Path dependence, organizational diversity and the problem of
institutional change in the US economy, 1900-1950. Socio-Economic Review, 5(1), 47–80.
doi:10.1093/ser/mwl006
10. Corruption and rent seeking (Week 10 – March 16, 2021)
Tollison, R. 1982. “Rent seeking: A survey.” Kyklos 35 (4):575-602
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Mungiu-Pippidi, A., 2006. “Corruption: Diagnosis and treatment.” Journal of Democracy 17(3): 86-99.
Persson, Anna, Bo Rothstein, and Jan Teorell. 2012. “Why Anticorruption Reforms Fail-Systemic
Corruption as a Collective Action Problem.” Governance 26 (3): 449–71.
11. Indigenous Political Economy (Week 11 – March 23, 2021)
Cornell, S. and J.P. Kalt. 1998. Sovereignty and Nation-Building: The Development Challenge in Indian
Country Today. Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development. Kennedy School of
Government, Harvard University. https://hpaied.org/sites/default/files/publications/PRS98-25.pdf
Cornell, S. (2015). “Wolves Have A Constitution:” Continuities in Indigenous Self-Government. The
International Indigenous Policy Journal 6(1). https://ir.lib.uwo.ca/iipj/vol6/iss1/8
Episkenew, Jo-Ann. 2009. Taking Back Our Spirits: Indigenous Literature, Public Policy and Healing.
University of Manitoba Press: Winnipeg.
Fleras, A., and R. Maaka. 2010. Indigeneity-Grounded Analysis (IGA) as Policy(-Making) Lens: New
Zealand Models, Canadian Realities. The International Indigenous Policy Journal 1(1). DOI:
10.18584/iipj.2010.1.1.4
Additional Readings:
Alcantara, Christopher. 2007. Reduce transaction costs? Yes. Strengthen property rights? Maybe: The
First Nations Land Management Act and Economic Development on Canadian Indian Reserves. Public
Choice 132: 421–432. DOI:10.1007/s11127-007-9168-7.
Imai, Shin. 2008. Indigenous Self-Determination and the State. Osgoode Law School. Research Report
No. 25/2008. http://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1196&context=clpe
12. Presentations (Week 12 – March 30, 2021)

13. The Stability of Democracy (Week 13 – April 6, 2019)
Acemoglu, D. and J. Robinson. The Oxford Handbook of Political Economy, Chapter 37.
Roemer, J.E. 1998. Why the poor do not expropriate the rich: an old argument in new garb. Journal of
Public Economics 70 (3): 399-424
Shayo, Moses. 2009. “A Model of Social Identity with an Application to Political Economy: Nation, Class,
and Redistribution.” American Political Science Review 103 (2): 147–174.
Przeworski, A. The Oxford Handbook of Political Economy, Chapter 17.
Additional Readings:
Besley, Timothy, and Torsten Persson. 2014. “Why Do Developing Countries Tax So Little?” Journal of
Economic Perspectives 28 (4): 99–120.
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ASSIGNMENTS
Major assignment and poster
The purpose of this assignment is to apply one or more concepts or theories from this course to a policy
issue or problem that you believe is interesting. There are two parts to the assignment – a presentation
and a written paper. The presentation will be focused around a poster. The poster will serve as a way of
getting feedback on the topic, feedback that that can then be incorporated into a final paper that is due
after exams. The posters that are developed will be evaluated for submission to the poster competition
associated with the Tansley lecture. This assignment can be done individually or in a group of two.
Possible topic areas (but students may choose their own)
Pipelines
Immigration
Federalism
Privatization of Provincial Crowns
Electoral Reform
Globalization and Trade
China’s Investment in Africa and South America

EVALUATION
Problem sets
Major assignment
Class participation
Poster
Final
Total

25%
25%
10%
10%
30%
100%

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to attend all the synchronous sessions. If you are unable to attend (e.g., Internet
problems), you must let the instructor know.
Active participation in class discussion is expected by all students.
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USE OF VIDEO AND RECORDING OF THE COURSE
Video conference sessions in this course, including your participation, will be recorded and made
available only to students in the course for viewing via Canvas after each session. This is done, in part, to
ensure that students unable to join the session (due to, for example, issues with their Internet
connection) can view the session later. This will also provide students with the opportunity to review
any material discussed. Students may also record sessions for their own use, but they are not permitted
to distribute the recordings (see below).
Please remember that course recordings belong to the instructor, the University, and/or others (like a
guest lecturer) depending on the circumstance of each session, and are protected by copyright. Do not
download, copy, or share recordings without the explicit permission of the instructor.
For questions about recording and use of sessions in which you have participated, including any
concerns related to your privacy, please contact your instructor. More information on class recordings
can be found in the Academic Courses Policy at https://policies.usask.ca/policies/academicaffairs/academic-courses.php#5ClassRecordings.

COPYRIGHT
Course materials are provided to you based on your registration in a class, and anything created by your
professors and instructors is their intellectual property, unless materials are designated as open
education resources. This includes exams, PowerPoint/PDF slides and other course notes. Additionally,
other copyright-protected materials created by textbook publishers and authors may be provided to you
based on license terms and educational exceptions in the Canadian Copyright Act (see http://lawslois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/index.html).
Before you copy or distribute others’ copyright-protected materials, please ensure that your use of
the materials is covered under the University’s Fair Dealing Copyright Guidelines available
at https://library.usask.ca/copyright/general-information/fair-dealing-guidelines.php. For example,
posting others’ copyright-protected materials on the open web is not covered under the University’s Fair
Dealing Copyright Guidelines, and doing so requires permission from the copyright holder.
For more information about copyright, please visit https://library.usask.ca/copyright/index.php. For
information on students’ rights, see https://library.usask.ca/copyright/students/rights.php, or contact
the University’s Copyright Coordinator at copyright.coordinator@usask.ca or 306-966-8817.

STUDENT RESOURCES




Netiquette information resources for faculty, instructors and students highlight the basics of
internet etiquette including how to appropriately connect and communicate in a remote
teaching and learning context. See
https://teaching.usask.ca/remote-teaching/netiquette.php and
https://studentstest.usask.ca/articles/netiquette.php).
Remote learning readiness tutorial for students. This resource engages students in learning
about the skills associated with remote learning success. Feel free to send this to students or
embed it in your Canvas or Blackboard course as a recommended or required activity. See – see
https://libguides.usask.ca/remote_learning.
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Remote learning resources have been pulled together for students
on the students.usask.ca website. This site is updated regularly. See
https://students.usask.ca/remote-learning/index.php..
Academic integrity tutorial for students. This resource introduces students to the concept of
academic integrity and guides them to better understand their responsibilities regarding
academic work, their rights, and the supports and services available to ensure they succeed
within the larger scholarly community. Feel free to embed this in your Canvas or Blackboard
course as part of your course-based activities on academic integrity. See
https://libguides.usask.ca/AcademicIntegrityTutorial.
Be Well at USask is a podcast for all members of the university community highlighting campus
initiatives and resources designed to engage and support. Included are episodes on how to
thrive at university, transitioning to remote learning, academic supports, career planning in a
crisis, as well as many other student supports. See
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQptLdMDrox2_HZ0XAfHQW6DZoQOhoXes.

LATE ASSIGNMENTS
Late assignment will be assigned a penalty of 5%; assignments more than a week late will lose a full
grade of 10%; special circumstances will be considered upon application by the student.

ADDITIONAL EVALUATION INFORMATION
More information on the Academic Courses Policy on course delivery, examinations and assessment of
student learning can be found at: http://policies.usask.ca/policies/academic-affairs/academiccourses.php
The University of Saskatchewan Learning Charter is intended to define aspirations about the learning
experience that the University aims to provide, and the roles to be played in realizing these aspirations
by students, instructors and the institution. A copy of the Learning Charter can be found at:
http://teaching.usask.ca/about/policies/learning-charter.php.

ENROLLMENT LIMIT
Class enrollment will be limited to 30 students.

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
Students in this course who, because of a disability, may have a need for accommodations are
encouraged to discuss this need with the instructor and to contact one of the following:
USask: Disability Services for Students (DSS) – 966-7273.
U of R: Coordinator of Special Needs Services – (306) 585-4631.

STUDENTS EXPERIENCING STRESS
Students who are experiencing stress can seek assistance from one of the following:
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USask: Student Affairs and Outreach – https://students.usask.ca/health/centres/student-affairs-andoutreach.php or call (306) 966-5757.
U of R: Counselling Services – http://www.uregina.ca/student/counselling/contact.html or call (306)
585-4491 between 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saskatchewan time Monday to Friday.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND CONDUCT
Understanding and following the principles of academic integrity and conduct is vital to your success in
graduate school. Ensuring that your work is your own and reflects both your own ideas and those of
others incorporated in your work is important: ensuring that you acknowledge the ideas, words, and
phrases of others that you use is a vital part of the scholarly endeavour.
If you have any questions at all about academic integrity in general or about specific issues, contact any
faculty member and we can discuss your questions. For more information, please see:
USask: Guidelines for Academic Conduct –
www.usask.ca/university_secretary/council/reports_forms/reports/guide_conduct.php.
U of R: Academic Misconduct – https://www.uregina.ca/president/executive-team/ed-governance-univsecretary/student-appeals/student-behaviour.html
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JSGS GRADE DESCRIPTIONS
85+ excellent
A superior performance with consistent strong evidence of:
 a comprehensive, incisive grasp of the subject matter;
 an ability to make insightful critical evaluation of the material given;
 an exceptional capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;
 an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize, to integrate ideas, and to express
thoughts fluently; and
 an excellent ability to apply theories to real-world problems and intersect with related
disciplines.
80-85 very good
An excellent performance with strong evidence of:
 a comprehensive grasp of the subject matter;
 an ability to make sound critical evaluation of the material given;
 a very good capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;
 an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize, to integrate ideas, and to express
thoughts fluently; and
 a strong ability to apply theories to real-world problems and intersect with related
disciplines.
75-80 good
A good performance with evidence of:
 a substantial knowledge of the subject matter;
 a good understanding of the relevant issues and a good familiarity with the relevant
literature and techniques;
 some capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;
 a good ability to organize, to analyze, and to examine the subject material in a critical and
constructive manner; and
 some ability to apply theories to real-world problems and intersect with related
disciplines.
70-75 satisfactory
A generally satisfactory and intellectually adequate performance with evidence of:
 an acceptable basic grasp of the subject material;
 a fair understanding of the relevant issues;
 a general familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;
 an ability to develop solutions to moderately difficult problems related to the subject
material; and
 a moderate ability to examine the material in a critical and analytical manner.
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