JSGS (884) Professional Planning
UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN CAMPUS
INSTRUCTOR:

Kurtis Boyer

PHONE:
E-MAIL:

kurtis.boyer@usask.ca

OFFICE HOURS:

n/a

OFFICE LOCATION:

n/a

TERM:
ROOM:

Online

DATE AND TIME:

TBD

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The University of Saskatchewan campus of the Johnson Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy is
situated on Treaty 6 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis, while the University of Regina campus is
situated on Treaty 4 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis. We pay our respect to the First Nation
and Métis ancestors of this place and reaffirm our relationship with one another. As we engage in
Remote Teaching and Learning, we would also like to recognize that some may be attending this course
from other traditional Indigenous lands. I ask that you take a moment to make your own Land
Acknowledgement to the peoples of those lands. In doing so, we are actively participating in
reconciliation as we navigate our time in this course, learning and supporting each other.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
This course is a modified form of previous courses - designed and taught by Chris Gunter, Ken
Rasmussen, and Elizabeth Schwartz.

REMOTE LEARNING CONTEXT
We understand that many of us are meeting new challenges of the day. Remote learning is but one of
these challenges. In the spirit of supporting each other in meeting these challenges and turning them
into new opportunities for learning, we encourage all students to ensure online communication is done
with humility, empathy, and care.
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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION
This course requires the development, submission, presentation and validation of a professional
portfolio at the end of the student’s MPA program. Each student will gather, archive, organize, assess
and demonstrate evidence of a standard level of proficiency attainment in each MPA competency areas.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
JSGS 884 is intended to enhance knowledge and competencies learned in other JSGS courses and in your
related work experiences. In JSGS 883 you evaluated your strengths and weaknesses in the JSGS MPA
attribute areas, set goals for improvement over the course of your degree program, and developed
concrete action plans for achieving those goals. This course aims to help you to implement those action
plans and to systematize your framework for thinking about public administration and your leadership in
a public sector setting as part of a lifelong learning process.
The learning objectives of the class are the following:






Enhancing active development in the MPA competency areas throughout the program;
demonstrating your ability to think critically and to show leadership and a high level of
professionalism;
To create an online portfolio and personal webpage that demonstrates the knowledge gained
throughout the MPA program and how you have developed the required competencies
associated with policy professionalism and public management
To assess the effectiveness of the MPA program in achieving its mission, goals and objectives.

ATTRIBUTES OF JSGS GRADUATES
Through the development of the following competencies, JSGS MPA graduates will be prepared to meet
the policy challenges of a rapidly changing world:


Analysis and Use of Evidence – how to use evidence and develop the necessary analytical skills
to succeed in a public administration career;



Politics and Democracy – ensuring that students have a deep understanding of the role of
politics and democracy in public policy development including the roles of the various
institutions and policy actors; and



Policy Delivery – the importance of effective service delivery and the ongoing management and
evaluation of public policy.
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COURSE CONTENT AND APPROACH
The following assignments are to be completed on an ongoing basis throughout the semester. This class
requires that you:
1. Prepare a digital portfolio.
2. Make a final presentation.
The digital portfolio will be prepared as a google site. This digital portfolio is an online presentation of
you, your background, your expertise and interests. Preparing the digital portfolio is not only required
for this class but can serve as a professional website that will aid in future career endeavors.

COURSE OUTLINE AND ASSIGNMENTS
Prepare a Digital Portfolio
(To be completed 1 week before the final presentation)
For this course, all portfolio sites will include each of the following sections:
1. Introduction/Main Page
This will include a short introduction/welcoming video that includes a welcome message, short
personal bio, and a brief explanation of the different sections of the site.

2. Resume
This can be attached as a linked file – on the introduction page, or as its own page.
3. Reflections on your program and your future
For this page you are asked to consider what you think is key to the practice of any public policy
professional by integrating what you have learned in the MPA program, your life experience to
this point in time and your work history. It will provide brief and concise statement of how you
envision the practice of public administration and public policy development and how this
reflection will influence your career.
Things to consider:




Reviewing your knowledge, skills, aptitudes, attitudes, and abilities
What are you good at? What are your strengths? In what areas do you need to develop
further? Consider the following in this section:
People management; Time management; Project management; Writing
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Oral presentation skills
Budgeting and fiscal management
Problem solving and decision making
Teamwork
Assess your professional development and competency acquisition while a student in
the MPA program
What has being a part of the MPA program contributed toward your professional
development?
In what way has the MPA program affected your perspective on how you would (or do)
engage in the practice of public administration and your career as a public policy
professional?
Also reflect on your favorite courses and your least favorite courses.
Write your philosophy of practice which identifies the most compelling or useful
concepts, ideas, skills gleaned from your coursework in the MPA program to date, with
comments regarding why You many want to Include the one publication studied during
your MPA program that you have found to be most valuable.
Anything else you think relevant in expressing your competencies in relation to your
experience as an MPA student.

4. Final Presentation Report
The final presentation will consist of a short 10 page summary (approx. 4000-6000 words) of
your chosen topic of interest based on material that you have developed in your program to this
point in time. Using a policy area that you have written about in your classes to this point in
time. You are really shaping work that you have already done in a way that demonstrates your
competencies, particular around the issues of evidence, democracy and service delivery noted
above. Supplement this text with images, graphs, and any other additional resources you think
improves its presentation on the web.
A supplemental handout will be provided to explain the various sections of the capstone report.
Final Capstone Presentation
Students will need to be prepared to present (10-15mins) the report to a panel of public service
professionals, professors and alumina. The panelists will be tasked with evaluating the presentations as
well as providing valuable feedback to the presenters. Treat the presentation like a job talk. It is
important to know that while the presentations will be evaluated by the panelists, those evaluations will
not be part of the student’s grade, rather the evaluations will be used to help assess program
competencies.
A supplemental handout will be provided to provide guidance on the capstone presentation.
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REQUIRED READINGS
None

SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS
Resources for Public Policy Writing
These two excellent books should be in every policy analyst’s toolbox. For ideas on effective writing and
how to frame your policy argument, consider reading these two books.
Chrisinger, D. (2017). Public Policy Writing That Matters. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.
Bardach, E., & Pataschnik, E. M. (2016). A Practical Guide for Policy Analysis: The Eightfold Path to
More Effective Problem Solving (Fifth Edit). London: SAGE Publications Ltd.

EVALUATION
This course is graded on a Pass/Fail basis.

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION EXPECTATIONS
Each element will be evaluated individually and all are weighted equally. The student’s grade is solely
the responsibility of the instructor. In order to pass the course, students must participate in all in-class
activities, submit all assignments and earn a minimum overall grade of 70%.

USE OF VIDEO AND RECORDING OF THE COURSE
Any video conference sessions in this course, including your participation, will be recorded and made
available only to students in the course for viewing via Canvas after each session. This is done, in part, to
ensure that students unable to join the session (due to, for example, issues with their Internet
connection) can view the session at a later time. This will also provide students with the opportunity to
review any material discussed. Students may also record sessions for their own use, but they are not
permitted to distribute the recordings (see below).
Please remember that course recordings belong to the instructor, the University, and/or others (like a
guest lecturer) depending on the circumstance of each session, and are protected by copyright. Do not
download, copy, or share recordings without the explicit permission of the instructor.
For questions about recording and use of sessions in which you have participated, including any
concerns related to your privacy, please contact your instructor. More information on class recordings
can be found in the Academic Courses Policy at https://policies.usask.ca/policies/academicaffairs/academic-courses.php#5ClassRecordings.
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COPYRIGHT
Course materials are provided to you based on your registration in a class, and anything created by your
professors and instructors is their intellectual property, unless materials are designated as open
education resources. This includes exams, PowerPoint/PDF slides and other course notes. Additionally,
other copyright-protected materials created by textbook publishers and authors may be provided to you
based on license terms and educational exceptions in the Canadian Copyright Act (see http://lawslois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/index.html).
Before you copy or distribute others’ copyright-protected materials, please ensure that your use of
the materials is covered under the University’s Fair Dealing Copyright Guidelines available
at https://library.usask.ca/copyright/general-information/fair-dealing-guidelines.php. For example,
posting others’ copyright-protected materials on the open web is not covered under the University’s Fair
Dealing Copyright Guidelines, and doing so requires permission from the copyright holder.
For more information about copyright, please visit https://library.usask.ca/copyright/index.php. For
information on students’ rights, see https://library.usask.ca/copyright/students/rights.php, or contact
the University’s Copyright Coordinator at copyright.coordinator@usask.ca or 306-966-8817.

STUDENT RESOURCES


DEU Writing Centre – Quality writing help for free! Anyone taking a distance class (online,
independent studies, televised, or multi–mode delivery) administered by the DEU can use this
free service. The Writing Centre provides tools and support to help you write effective essays,
reports, or reviews. Simply submit a project draft, and a qualified tutor will assess your work and
offer advice to improve your project. Contact the DEU Writing Centre at
http://distanceeducation.usask.ca/support/writing-centre.php.



Netiquette information resources for faculty, instructors and students highlight the basics of
internet etiquette including how to appropriately connect and communicate in a remote
teaching and learning context. See
https://teaching.usask.ca/remote-teaching/netiquette.php and
https://studentstest.usask.ca/articles/netiquette.php).



Remote learning readiness tutorial for students. This resource engages students in learning
about the skills associated with remote learning success. Feel free to send this to students or
embed it in your Canvas or Blackboard course as a recommended or required activity. See – see
https://libguides.usask.ca/remote_learning.



Remote learning resources have been pulled together for students
on the students.usask.ca website. This site is updated regularly. See
https://students.usask.ca/remote-learning/index.php.



Academic integrity tutorial for students. This resource introduces students to the concept of
academic integrity and guides them to better understand their responsibilities regarding
academic work, their rights, and the supports and services available to ensure they succeed
within the larger scholarly community. Feel free to embed this in your Canvas or Blackboard
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course as part of your course-based activities on academic integrity. See
https://libguides.usask.ca/AcademicIntegrityTutorial.


Be Well at USask is a podcast for all members of the university community highlighting campus
initiatives and resources designed to engage and support. Included are episodes on how to
thrive at university, transitioning to remote learning, academic supports, career planning in a
crisis, as well as many other student supports. See
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQptLdMDrox2_HZ0XAfHQW6DZoQOhoXes.



Information on the Academic Courses Policy on course delivery, examinations and assessment
of student learning can be found at: http://policies.usask.ca/policies/academicaffairs/academic-courses.php.



The University of Saskatchewan Learning Charter is intended to define aspirations about the
learning experience that the University aims to provide, and the roles to be played in realizing
these aspirations by students, instructors and the institution. A copy of the Learning Charter can
be found at: http://teaching.usask.ca/about/policies/learning-charter.php.

LATE ASSIGNMENTS
All assignments must be submitted by the due date. Late assignments will not be accepted, except by
previous arrangement with the instructor.

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
Students in this course who, because of a disability, may have a need for accommodations are
encouraged to discuss this need with the instructor and to contact one of the following:
USask: Disability Services for Students (DSS) – 966-7273.
U of R: Coordinator of Special Needs Services – (306) 585-4631.

STUDENTS EXPERIENCING STRESS
Students who are experiencing stress can seek assistance from one of the following:
USask: Student Affairs and Outreach – https://students.usask.ca/health/centres/student-affairsand-outreach.php or call (306) 966-5757.
U of R: Counselling Services – http://www.uregina.ca/student/counselling/contact.html or call (306)
585-4491 between 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saskatchewan time Monday to Friday.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND CONDUCT
Understanding and following the principles of academic integrity and conduct is vital to your success
in graduate school. Ensuring that your work is your own and reflects both your own ideas and those
of others incorporated in your work is important: ensuring that you acknowledge the ideas, words,
and phrases of others that you use is a vital part of the scholarly endeavour.
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If you have any questions at all about academic integrity in general or about specific issues, contact
any faculty member and we can discuss your questions. For more information, please see:
USask: Guidelines for Academic Conduct –
www.usask.ca/university_secretary/council/reports_forms/reports/guide_conduct.php.
U of R: Academic Misconduct – https://www.uregina.ca/president/executive-team/ed-governanceuniv-secretary/student-appeals/student-behaviour.html
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JSGS GRADE DESCRIPTIONS
85+ excellent
A superior performance with consistent strong evidence of:
 a comprehensive, incisive grasp of the subject matter;
 an ability to make insightful critical evaluation of the material given;
 an exceptional capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;
 an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize, to integrate ideas, and to express
thoughts fluently; and
 an excellent ability to apply theories to real-world problems and intersect with related
disciplines.
80-85 very good
An excellent performance with strong evidence of:
 a comprehensive grasp of the subject matter;
 an ability to make sound critical evaluation of the material given;
 a very good capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;
 an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize, to integrate ideas, and to express
thoughts fluently; and
 a strong ability to apply theories to real-world problems and intersect with related disciplines.
75-80 good
A good performance with evidence of:
 a substantial knowledge of the subject matter;
 a good understanding of the relevant issues and a good familiarity with the relevant literature
and techniques;
 some capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking;
 a good ability to organize, to analyze, and to examine the subject material in a critical and
constructive manner; and
 some ability to apply theories to real-world problems and intersect with related disciplines.
70-75 satisfactory
A generally satisfactory and intellectually adequate performance with evidence of:
 an acceptable basic grasp of the subject material;
 a fair understanding of the relevant issues;
 a general familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques;
 an ability to develop solutions to moderately difficult problems related to the subject material;
and
 a moderate ability to examine the material in a critical and analytical manner.
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