JSGS 884: Professional Planning
INSTRUCTOR:

Kurtis Boyer

PHONE:

-

E-MAIL:

kurtis.boyer@usask.ca

OFFICE HOURS:
OFFICE
LOCATION:

By Appointment
Online

TERM:
ROOM:
DATE AND
TIME:
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The University of Saskatchewan campus of the Johnson Shoyama Graduate School of Public
Policy is situated on Treaty 6 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis, while the University of
Regina campus is situated on Treaty 4 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis. We pay our
respect to the First Nation and Métis ancestors of this place and reaffirm our relationship with
one another. As we engage in Remote Teaching and Learning, we would also like to recognize
that some may be attending this course from other traditional Indigenous lands. I ask that you
take a moment to make your own Land Acknowledgement to the peoples of those lands. In
doing so, we are actively participating in reconciliation as we navigate our time in this course,
learning and supporting each other.
HONOUR CODE
At the Johnson Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy (JSGS), we believe honesty and
integrity are fundamental in a community dedicated to learning, personal development, and a
search for understanding. We revere these values and hold them essential in promoting
personal responsibility, moral and intellectual leadership, and pride in ourselves and our
University.
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As JSGS students, we will represent ourselves truthfully, claim only work that is our own, and
engage honestly in all academic assignments.
Since articulated standards and expectations can influence attitudes, and because each of us
shares the responsibility for maintaining academic integrity (see below for details on academic
integrity at the JSGS), we are committed to upholding the Academic Honor Code.
Academic Honour Pledge
As a member of the JSGS community, I pledge to live by and to support the letter and spirit of
JSGS’s Academic Honour Code.
REMOTE LEARNING CONTEXT
We understand that many of us are meeting new challenges of the day. Remote learning is but
one of these challenges. In the spirit of supporting each other in meeting these challenges and
turning them into new opportunities for learning, we encourage all students to ensure online
communication is done with humility, empathy, and care.
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION
This course requires the development, submission, presentation and validation of a capstone
presentation at the end of the student’s MPA program. The Capstone Project provides students
the opportunity to apply the theory and practice gained in the MPA program to a
policy/management problem that was chosen in consultation with the JSGS 883 course
instructor.
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
JSGS 884 is intended to enhance the knowledge and competencies learned in the MPA program
as well as in related work and internship experiences. It aims to help students to systematize
their framework for thinking about public administration, public policy development and
leadership in a public sector setting as part of a lifelong learning process.
Objectives of the class are the following:




To demonstrate the knowledge gained throughout the MPA program and how students
have developed the required competencies associated with policy professionalism and
public management.
To produce a capstone presentation that demonstrates the students’ ability to think
critically and to demonstrate a high level of professionalism.
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Students will be required to complete a reflective assignment as well as put together a research
presentation that together will demonstrate an understanding and ability to find, assess, use,
and recommend “the best” evidence applicable to a public policy/management issue. An
understanding of relevant public policy institutions, democratic processes, organizational
environments, and an ability to communicate in a clear and professional manner are required.
COURSE CONTENT AND APPROACH
JSGS 884 is a required course for all MPA students and will be taken in the last semester of a
student’s MPA program. JSGS 884 is a companion class to JSGS 883 and is used to display,
through an individualized plan, how competencies have been developed over the program and
provide a guide for future development as students move into a professional career in public
service or advance in their current career.
The student’s capstone presentation integrates and deepens the student’s learning from the
program. More importantly, the capstone work provides a way for students to bring her/his
knowledge from the program back into her/his chosen career. The focus of the presentation
should therefore be one that is of interest to the student as well as one from which a potential
organization would benefit. JSGS 884 will help students develop and share ways of thinking
about the changing environment of public administration and public policy. Students will refine
their skills as reflective practitioners, including the analytical skills required to find, assess, and
use scholarly literature to improve the practice of public policy development and public
management.
Consideration of the three competencies listed below creates a broad context in which each
student prepares and shares his or her capstone presentation. The work will focus on a specific
policy/management problem that reflects an area of interest that the student has focused on
during their program or is part of their current work environment. Students may refer to
previous work they have done, that they feel illustrates and demonstrates their ability to act as
an effective policy practitioner. Students will begin to concentrate on a particular area in JSGS
884 and be prepared to discuss it in terms of the career standards for policy professionals listed
below.
Analysis and Use of Evidence – ensuring that MPA graduates know how to use evidence and
other analytical skills in the policy development process:
Politics and Democracy – ensuring that MPA graduates have a deep understanding of the role
of politics and democracy in public policy development including the roles of the various
institutions and policy actors; and,
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Policy Delivery – ensuring that MPA graduates understand the importance of effective delivery
and ongoing evaluation of public policy.

A schedule of the JSGS 884 requirements is provided below. There will be one required seminar
directed by the course instructor that all students must attend. Additional optional seminars
will be added to address questions raised by the students or identified by the instructor.
Outside of the seminars, students will work on their own to research and prepare the
presentation, while being able to draw on the instructor for advice. The instructor will be
available to meet on a regular basis (e.g., once every 2-3 weeks) to ensure the students are
making satisfactory progress.
DESCRIPTION OF ASSIGNMENTS
To successfully complete the course, students must make a presentation to a panel composed
of public service professionals, professors and alumni. Students will submit an initial video
presentation to the instructor who will provide a link to panelists. Students will receive
feedback and questions from the panelists (via a prepared form) and will conduct a short
response video. Students must receive a Pass on both components to receive a Pass for the
course.
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Final Presentation - (DUE March 15th)



Format: Video recorded (15-minute) presentation
Content:






Apply the concepts and methods discussed in the course modules and readings
Reflect on your professional practice and values

Condensing a project requires carefully focusing on the most important elements
and findings, rather than attempting to communicate every detail.
 Refer to your previous work in order to demonstrate your fulfillment of the
competencies.
A follow-up video that responds and addresses the questions and comments made by
panelists (5-10 minutes).

EVALUATION.
To pass the course, students must participate in all in-class activities and submit all assignments
and earn an overall grade of Pass.
LATE ASSIGNMENTS
All assignments must be submitted by the due date. Late assignments will not be accepted,
except by previous arrangement with the instructor.
STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
University of Regina (U of R): Students in this course who, because of a disability, may have a
need for accommodations are encouraged to discuss this need with the instructor and to
contact the Centre for Student Accessibility (https://www.uregina.ca/student/accessibility/).
University of Saskatchewan (U of S): Students in this course who, because of a disability, may
have a need for accommodations are encouraged to discuss this need with the instructor and to
contact Access and Equity Services (AES) at 966-7273 or aes@usask.ca
(https://students.usask.ca/health/centres/access-equity-services.php).
STUDENTS EXPERIENCING STRESS
University of Regina (U of R): Students in this course who are experiencing stress can seek
assistance from the University of Regina Counselling Services. For more information, visit this
website: http://www.uregina.ca/student/counselling/contact.html, or call (306) 585-4491
between 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday.
University of Saskatchewan (U of S): Students in this course who are experiencing stress can
seek assistance from the University of Saskatchewan Student Wellness Centre. For more
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information, please visit this website: https://students.usask.ca/health/centres/counsellingservices.php, or call (306) 966-4920 between 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND CONDUCT
U of R: Ensuring that you understand and follow the principles of academic integrity and
conduct as laid out by the University of Regina (available at
http://www.uregina.ca/gradstudies/grad-calendar/policy-univ.html) is vital to your
success in graduate school. Ensuring that your work is your own and reflects both your
own ideas and those of others incorporated in your work is important: ensuring that you
acknowledge the ideas, words, and phrases of others that you use is a vital part of the
scholarly endeavour. If you have any questions at all about academic integrity in general
or about specific issues, contact your course instructor to discuss your questions.
USask: Understanding and following the principles of academic integrity and conduct as laid out
in the University of Saskatchewan’s Guidelines for Academic Conduct is vital to your success in
graduate school. Ensuring that your work is your own and reflects both your own ideas and
those of others incorporated in your work is important: ensuring that you acknowledge the
ideas, words, and phrases of others that you use is a vital part of the scholarly endeavour. All
students should read and be familiar with the Regulations on Academic Student Misconduct
(https://secretariat.usask.ca/documents/student-conductappeals/StudentAcademicMisconduct.pdf) as well as the Standard of Student Conduct in NonAcademic Matters and Procedures for Resolution of Complaints and Appeals
(http://www.usask.ca/secretariat/student-conduct-appeals/StudentNonAcademicMisconduct.pdf)
For more information on what academic integrity means for students see the Student Conduct
& Appeals section of the University Secretary Website at:
http://www.usask.ca/secretariat/student-conduct-appeals/index.php. If you have any
questions at all about academic integrity in general or about specific issues, contact any faculty
member and we can discuss your questions.
USE OF VIDEO AND RECORDING OF THE COURSE
Any video conference sessions in this course, including your participation, will be recorded and
made available only to students in the course for viewing via Canvas after each session. This is
done, in part, to ensure that students unable to join the session (due to, for example, issues
with their Internet connection) can view the session at a later time. This will also provide
students with the opportunity to review any material discussed. Students may also record
sessions for their own use, but they are not permitted to distribute the recordings (see below).
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Please remember that course recordings belong to the instructor, the University, and/or others
(like a guest lecturer) depending on the circumstance of each session, and are protected by
copyright. Do not download, copy, or share recordings without the explicit permission of the
instructor.
For questions about recording and use of sessions in which you have participated, including any
concerns related to your privacy, please contact your instructor. More information on class
recordings can be found in the Academic Courses Policy
at https://policies.usask.ca/policies/academic-affairs/academic-courses.php#5ClassRecordings.
COPYRIGHT
Course materials are provided to you based on your registration in a class, and anything created
by your professors and instructors is their intellectual property, unless materials are designated
as open education resources. This includes exams, PowerPoint/PDF slides and other course
notes. Additionally, other copyright-protected materials created by textbook publishers and
authors may be provided to you based on license terms and educational exceptions in the
Canadian Copyright Act (see http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/index.html).
Before you copy or distribute others’ copyright-protected materials, please ensure that your
use of the materials is covered under the University’s Fair Dealing Copyright Guidelines
available at https://library.usask.ca/copyright/general-information/fair-dealingguidelines.php. For example, posting others’ copyright-protected materials on the open web is
not covered under the University’s Fair Dealing Copyright Guidelines, and doing so requires
permission from the copyright holder.
For more information about copyright, please visit https://library.usask.ca/copyright/index.php.
For information on students’ rights, see https://library.usask.ca/copyright/students/rights.php,
or contact the University’s Copyright Coordinator at copyright.coordinator@usask.ca or 306966-8817.
STUDENT RESOURCES


DEU Writing Centre – Quality writing help for free! Anyone taking a distance class
(online, independent studies, televised, or multi–mode delivery) administered by the
DEU can use this free service. The Writing Centre provides tools and support to help you
write effective essays, reports, or reviews. Simply submit a project draft, and a qualified
tutor will assess your work and offer advice to improve your project. Contact the DEU
Writing Centre at http://distanceeducation.usask.ca/support/writing-centre.php.
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Netiquette information resources for faculty, instructors and students highlight the
basics of internet etiquette including how to appropriately connect and communicate in
a remote teaching and learning context. See
https://teaching.usask.ca/remote-teaching/netiquette.php and
https://studentstest.usask.ca/articles/netiquette.php).



Remote learning readiness tutorial for students. This resource engages students in
learning about the skills associated with remote learning success. Feel free to send this
to students or embed it in your Canvas or Blackboard course as a recommended or
required activity. See – see https://libguides.usask.ca/remote_learning.



Remote learning resources have been pulled together for students
on the students.usask.ca website. This site is updated regularly. See
https://students.usask.ca/remote-learning/index.php.



Academic integrity tutorial for students. This resource introduces students to the
concept of academic integrity and guides them to better understand their
responsibilities regarding academic work, their rights, and the supports and services
available to ensure they succeed within the larger scholarly community. Feel free to
embed this in your Canvas or Blackboard course as part of your course-based activities
on academic integrity. See https://libguides.usask.ca/AcademicIntegrityTutorial.



Be Well at USask is a podcast for all members of the university community highlighting
campus initiatives and resources designed to engage and support. Included are episodes
on how to thrive at university, transitioning to remote learning, academic supports,
career planning in a crisis, as well as many other student supports. See
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQptLdMDrox2_HZ0XAfHQW6DZoQOhoXes.



Information on the Academic Courses Policy on course delivery, examinations and
assessment of student learning can be found at:
http://policies.usask.ca/policies/academic-affairs/academic-courses.php.



The University of Saskatchewan Learning Charter is intended to define aspirations about
the learning experience that the University aims to provide, and the roles to be played
in realizing these aspirations by students, instructors and the institution. A copy of the
Learning Charter can be found at: http://teaching.usask.ca/about/policies/learningcharter.php.
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