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Why do we care about ObamaCare?

 General interest in U.S. health system
 Opportunity to evaluate specific policies for Canada

 Examine how unarticulated issues can impact 
debate

 Discuss how to address unarticulated issues
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Potential for cross-national learning
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Cross-national learning in action
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Agenda

 Brief overview of U.S. health system and ACA

 Insights from the ObamaCare debate

 What the debate tells us about U.S. politics

 Discussion
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Motivation behind ACA
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Lead-up to ACA
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U.S. health care system: pre-ACA
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Source: Health Systems in Transition, Vol. 15 No. 3 2013: United States of America, Health Systems Review
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U.S. health care system: post-ACA
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Source: Health Systems in Transition, Vol. 15 No. 3 2013: United States of America, Health Systems Review
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Goal: quality, affordable health care for all Americans
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 Coverage
Insurance mandate, health insurance marketplaces (with subsidies),        
Medicaid expansion, dependent coverage extension

 Access
Waiting period limits, no more annual and lifetime caps, free preventive 
services

 Delivery system reform
ACOs, value-based purchasing, bundled payment, primary care bonuses

 Health system performance measurement
National Quality Strategy, PCORI, enhanced data collection

 Cost reduction
Elimination of certain hospital payments, including for readmissions
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Medicaid expansion
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You Lie!

U.S. Representative Joe Wilson (R-SC)

September 9, 2009 

What’s really going on here?
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A picture is worth a thousand words
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Questions
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Discussion
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