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In this so-called “post-truth” era, numerous trends are undermining confidence 
in the nature, credibility and use of concepts like “evidence” and “facts” in 
policy-making processes. Recent studies on public exposure to mass quantities 
of information and “fake news” via the Internet and social media illustrate the 
breadth of material that can now pass as “evidence” at instantaneous, global 
levels. Public movements that build on assumptions or belief systems that raise 
doubts or concerns about science illustrate the influence of framing on public acceptance or perceptions 
of risk in relation to various scientific pursuits and technologies. In addition, government leaders are 
presented with multiple and often conflicting “expert” perspectives and research that can easily lead to 
ill-informed policies or a rejection of evidence altogether as unreliable or too complex for a fast-paced, 
politically charged environment. Meanwhile, discourse within scientific and research communities about 
the limitations, contradictions and/or politically motivated restrictions in communication surrounding 
their findings have only compounded the confusion and trepidation surrounding knowledge claims. 
While “evidence” may be regarded as just one tool or factor influencing decision-making, its role remains 
paramount in public policy processes. Review and analysis of the various sources of uncertainty and 
suspicion surrounding the potential deployment and credibility of “evidence” will therefore enable new 
avenues for understanding, framing and reaffirming the importance of science and research in public 
initiatives and discourse.

The Centre for the Study of Science and Innovation Policy (CSIP) invites all students, faculty, researchers, and 
citizens interested in the study of science, technology and innovation policy to participate in a bi-weekly 
research forum.  

www.scienceandinnovationpolicy.ca


