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INNOVATION 
FORUM
Science, technology and innovation 
policy is essential in shaping our 
future. Translating the narrative 
into clear options, strategies and 
outcomes is necessary, but far from 
simple. 

Thursday, October 8 
11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. (CST)
Delivered by Zoom.  
Click here to register and a link 
will be emailed to you.

The Genetics of Innovation: How 
Lessons from Biology Can Inform 
Public Policy
PRESENTED BY: Alastair MacFadden, JSGS Executive-in-
Residence

Evolution is commonly associated with the notion of “survival 
of the fittest.” But the process is not exclusively about being 
stronger or smarter or faster. Survival of the fittest is about being the most adapted 
to your context. Effective public policy is also shaped for context. Critical to the 
success of government action are two core features. First is a clear definition of 
success—what good looks like—and, second, involves creating the conditions to 
achieve. This short discussion will illustrate how the principles of evolution offer 
a simple truth about public policy innovation. The intent is to frame our yearning 
for innovation against a framework associated with millions of years of relentless 
progress. 

The Centre for the Study of Science and Innovation Policy (CSIP) invites all students, faculty, 
researchers, and citizens interested in the study of science, technology and innovation policy to 
participate in a bi-weekly forum.  

www.scienceandinnovationpolicy.ca
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